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INTRODUCTION

1. The 2010s: a turning point in the 

conceptions and policies relating welfare, 

inequality reduction and development?

VThe Latin American paradox: in the era of 
global rising inequality, a reversal of 
previous trends since òcrecimiento con 
equidadó seems achievable  



The novelty of the recent decade for

Latin America





Source: CEPAL (2012), Cambio Estructural para  la Igualdad. Una visión integrada del desarrollo, 

The United-Nations, Santiago, Chile, p. 60.



VAn East Asian surprise: the search for 
welfare tools that would cope with widening 
inequalities and recurring social protests

VUS and UK: a significant revaluation of 
residual welfares in fully liberalized 
societiesé

VéA symmetric reappraisal of the merits of 
social democratic welfares





2. Putting Latin America in comparative 

and historical perspective

VSecond paradox: why are un-equalitarian 
capitalisms setting the tune of the world 
economyé

éPrecisely when convergent academic 
research shows the social and economic 
costs of inequality



Second paradox: if more equal societies are so better, 

why is contemporary world so unequal?

Source: Wilkinson Richard, and Kate Pickett (2010), p. 17 



Source: Wilkinson Richard, and Kate Pickett (2010), p. 20-21

Inequalities more than national average income explain 

divergences in health and social problems



Less inequality, more trust

Source: Wilkinson Richard, and Kate Pickett (2010), p. 52-53



Life expectancy: not linked 

to health expenditures per 

person but to income 

inequality

Imprisonment is linked 

to inequality

Source: Wilkinson Richard, and Kate Pickett 

(2010), p. 82

Source: Wilkinson Richard, and Kate 

Pickett (2010), p. 148



Social mobility is higher 

in less unequal 

countries

More equality is 

associated with more 

innovations

Source: Wilkinson Richard, and Kate Pickett 

(2010), p. 160

Source: Wilkinson Richard, and Kate 

Pickett (2010), p. 225


