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INTRODUCTION

1. Past researches have investigated the role of  welfarein the 
various brands of  capitalism(Théret, Palier, Boyer, 
Lechevalier).

2. Nevertheless demographyhas not been investigated as an 
integral component of  any development mode: this 
presentation proposes some paths in this direction.



3. Some regulationist authors have proposed that family 
could become one of  the institutional forms (Billaudot): 
is it legitimate to extend the theory in this direction?

4. The Nordic social democratic welfare capitalisms are 
frequently taken as benchmark for reforming the welfare 
of  other brands of  capitalism: what about the path 
dependentnature of  any national economy?

5. Taking seriously the co-evolution of  development modes, 
welfares and families: importing successful foreign 
instiutions is quite difficult indeed.



SYNOPSIS

I. Bringing the family back into the analysis of  
capitalism

II. Development and demography:some key links

III. How does welfareaffect the development and 
demography?

IV. Do we observe a co-evolution between capitalisms, 
modes of  development and welfare?

V. The Nordic countries experience



SYNOPSIS

VI. The family structure in welfare capitalism

VII. The Nordic family: the outcome of  an idiosyncratic 
trajectory

VIII. The heterogeneity of  family forms within a given 
development mode

IX. Emerging modes of  development and the future of  
the family



A birdõs view of the presentation
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I - BRINGING THE FAMILY BACK INTO THE

ANALYSIS OF CAPITALISM



Table 1 ðRole 
and conception 
of  the family

ROLE TYPICALEXAMPLE
PRESENCEIN THE

HISTORY

CONTEMPORARY

PRESENCE

1. Demographic 
reproduction

Universal Permanent
Dominant but emerging 

alternatives

2. Productive 
Unit

Peasant
Craft men

shopkeeper

In many non-capital 
societies

Self-entrepreneur

3. Insurance  
Solidarity

Clan and extended 
family

Rural / Mediterranean 
societies

Rural family in poor 
countries

4. Socialization 
of children

Middle class Nuclear family
Declining, replaced by 

school

5. Intergenerati
onal solidarity

Traditional family All pre-Welfare societies
Declining in welfare 

capitalisms

6. Intergenerati
onal 
transmission

Bourgeois / Capitalists Dynasty in the US Rich families

7. Basic 
institution of 
society

Pre-industrial
Familialism of Vichy 

regime
Amish



II - DEVELOPMENT AND DEMOGRAPHY : 
SOME KEY LINKS


