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INTRODUCTION

1. The  Covid-19 has been an analyzer of the 

contemporary world, a total social fact :

“The facts we have studied are all, if we may use the expression, total
social facts or, if you like – but we like the word less – general social facts:
in other words, in some cases they set in motion the whole of society and
its institutions (potlatch, clans facing each other, tribes visiting each
other, etc.) and in other cases only a very large number of institutions,
particularly when these exchanges and contracts concern individuals.”

Marcel Mauss, Essai sur le don 



INTRODUCTION

2. It is an opportunity to mobilize a series of 

research on health care in historical perspective



INTRODUCTION
2. Other investigations have stressed the diversity 

of capitalismS



SYNOPSIS
I. The trans-nationalisation of capitalisms is favoring a 

resurgence of pandemics 

II. Ignoring history is detrimental to the well being of 

populations

III.One pandemic, diverging national patterns  

IV. Two discriminating variables: degree of unpreparedness 

and political choices  

V. Access to health is another source of inequality

VI. Development is at risk 

VII.Is the anthropogenetic mode the future or  the past?



I. CAPITALISM PROMOTES 

TRANSNATIONALISATION, 

URBANISATION, MINING, 

INDUSTRIALISATION…

An April 2020 study, published in the Proceedings of the Royal Society's Part B
journal, found that increased virus spillover events from animals to humans can be
linked to biodiversity loss and environmental degradation, as humans further
encroach on wildlands to engage in agriculture, hunting and resource extraction they
become exposed to pathogens which normally would remain in these areas. Such
spillover events have been tripling every decade since 1980. An August 2020 study,
published in Nature, concludes that the anthropogenic destruction of ecosystems for
the purpose of expanding agriculture and human settlements reduces biodiversity
and allows for smaller animals such as bats and rats, who are more adaptable to
human pressures and also carry the most zoonotic diseases, to proliferate. This in
turn can result in more pandemics

Source Wikipaedia



…HENCE ZOONOSIS, INCREASED 

MORBIDITY AND NEW DISEASES 

Source: World health organization (2023), A framework 

for the quantification and economic valuation of health 

outcomes originating from health and non-health climate 

change mitigation and adaptation action 



…. THE PAINFUL CONSTRUCTION OF  

HEALTH SECURITY AS A COMMON.

1851: The first international health conference takes place in Paris to fight against the 

plague, yellow fever and cholera.

1892: The seventh conference allows the signing of  an international health convention on 

cholera.

1907: The International Office of  Public Hygiene (OIHP) is created in Rome.

1923: The Spanish flu of  1918-1919 pushes the SDN to create in 1923 the "hygiene 

committee", the ancestor of  the WHO.

1945: The San Francisco Conference includes health in the areas of  competence of  the 

United Nations and in 1946 establishment of  the WHO Constitution.

1978: WHO develops a new strategy called "Health for All".

2001: The Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network is responsible for reporting to 

Geneva all events likely to give rise to health emergencies of  international concern.

2009: The appearance of  the H1N1 influenza virus prompts the WHO to collaborate in the 

development of  vaccines against influenza.

2014: The fight against the outbreak of  the Ebola virus under the aegis of  the WHO;

2020: The WHO declares a “global health emergency” in the face of  the Covid-19 

epidemic.



II. DO NOT IGNORE THE

HISTORY OF PANDEMICS AND

ECONOMIES

1. Very unequal durations and severities

2. Episodes that repeat themselves but whose 

memory fades

3. Long-term effects on the economy in the past



1. Very unequal durations and severities
Tableau 2.1. : Une chronologie des grandes épidémies 

 

Source: Òscar Jordà, Sanjay R. Singh and Alan M. Taylor (2020), Longer-run 

economic consequences of pandemics, CEPR, page 3. 

 



2. Episodes that repeat themselves but whose 

memory fades
 Coronavirus France 

2020 (return of bio-
politics) 

  Coronavirus United States (a 
"Chinese virus" for 
President Trump) 

      
 

Political powers 
defend  public 

health 
Great plague 

Marseille 1720 

 Invoke a virus from 
elsewhere carried by 

immigrants 

 

     
 Public health is a 

political question 
  Cholera New York, 1882 

(the Irish) 
     

Do not precipitate an 
economic crisis more 

damaging than the coronavirus 
United States 2020 

 Political 
Power  

Jewish Fundamentalists 
in Israel, Pentecostals in 

Brazil, coronavirus 
2020) 

  The  

 Economy  macabre 
quadrille  

 

 Religion  

Resistance to 
quarantine of traders 

Bubonic plague 
Genoa 1346 

  
Medicine 

 Divine vengeance 
(wealth, lust,…) 
Bubonic plague 

Genoa 1346 
    

   Idea of purification 
via the epidemic 
New York 1832 

Scientific advice 
to political power 

coronavirus United States, France 

 A health council deciding 
the closure of shops and 

travel 
 Great plague of Marseille 

1720 

  

     
Rapid immunization strategy 

to stem the coronavirus 
(Boris Johnson by March 

2020) 

 

Source: Format of  information taken from 

Simon Schama (2020), “Plague time: what history 

tells us”, Financial Time, April 10. 

Figure 2.1 - The coronavirus elicits 

reactions that are not without 

precedent



3.Long-term effects on the economy in the past



III. ONE PANDEMIC, 

CONTRASTED NATIONAL 

CONFIGURATIONS

1. A complex mix of factors governing the 

intensity of the pandemic.

2. Largely idiosyncratic national configurations



1. A complex mix of factors governing the 

intensity of the pandemic.





IV.DIFFERENT STRATEGIES: 

PREPARENESS AND 

POLITICAL CHOICE

1. Some health care systems had learnt from past 

pandemics, others not at all

2. The impossible trilemma: health, economy 

and citizen freedom

3. A brutal shift in the hierarchy of temporalities 



1. Some health care systems had learnt from past 

pandemics, others not at all



2. The impossible reconciliation between three 

imperatives: the reason for recurring failures

 

  
Preserving the health 

of the population 
  

     

 

 
Acceptance of 
a fall in living 
standards 

 

Acceptance of a 
restriction 

freedoms (tracing, 
test, isolation) 

 

 
    

 

Respect citizens' 
freedoms 

 
 

Acceptance of the excess 
mortality of the elderly 

 
Preserve the 

economy's production 
capacities 

 

Figure 4.4 - The coronavirus control trilemma



3. A shift in the 

hierarchy of 

temporalities



V. DIVERGING OUTCOMES FOR 

NATIONAL ECONOMIES, 

POPULATION WELL BEING 

AND UNEQUALITY 

1. The severity of quarantine is all the greater where 

health systems are underdeveloped or deficient

2. Economic losses increase with the severity of 

quarantine 

3. Access to healthcare is a further source of inequality.



1. The severity of quarantine is all the greater 

where health systems are underdeveloped or 

deficient.



2. Economic losses in terms of GDP increase with 

the severity of quarantine



3. Access to healthcare is a further source of inequality



VI. DEVELOPMENT AT RISK
1. The diverging trajectories of mortality across 

nations.

2. Vaccines for rich world, scarcity for others. 

3. Biomedical research is a quasi monopoly of 

the rich North. 

4. The geopolitics of Covid-19 and vaccines.

5. Active and generous policies in the rich North, 

pro-cyclical  patterns for ailing poor 

economies.

6. Diverging patterns for GDP and Human 

development.



1. A pandemics but contrasted mortality rates  

across countries.



2. The scientific research on Covid-19 is made by 

the most advanced countries.

Numero of Publications on covid-19

Fuentes: Marion 

Maisonobe/Géogr

aphie-

cités/IRIT/LISST

/NETSCITY/CN

RS Photothèque 

[Maisonobe, 2020]



3. Highly unequal vaccination rates across countries.



4. The geopolitics of Covid-19 
• The controversy about the origin of the virus and Chinese 

bashing.

• A concentration of masks and health related goods in few 
countries (China India..)

• Between sanitary protectionism and scientific cooperation 
among researchers.

• A competition for vaccine creation and distribution: some 
succeed, others fail.

• The supply of vaccines as a diplomatic tool within the rivalry 
between western world, China and Russia.

• The COVAX imitative: pooling vaccine supply is lagging and 
limited.



5. Quite unequal economic outcomes
Additional Spending and Forgone Revenue in Response to the COVID-19 

Pandemic (Percent of 2020 GDP)

source : IMF https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Fiscal-Policies-
Database-in-Response-to-COVID-19.



6. A brutal regression of human development

world wide



1. A silent revolution, the blind spot of  economic 

theories.

2. The logic of  an economy based on education, health 

and culture.

3. What political alliances in favor of  this 

anthropogenetic mode 

4. Farewell to high speed growth

VII. AN EMERGING MODE OF

DEVELOPMENT CENTERED ON

HEALTH, EDUCATION AND CULTURE?



1. A silent revolution, the blind spot of  economic 

theories

Table 5.2. – From the domination of  

industry to that of  the production of  man 

by man

(Distribution of  employment by branch 

of  activity in % in the United States)



2. The logic of  an economy based on education, health 

and culture

 
 

 
EDUCATIVE SYSTEM 

 
VOCATIONAL 

TRAINING SYSTEM 
 

HEALTH SYSTEM  
 

 
 

 
Building capacity and 

citizenship 

  
Maintaining and 
extending  skills 

  
Guarantee and 

extension of a healthy 
life 

 The preconditions 
for the well-being 
of the population 

    
 
 
 

    

 State 
budget 

 
Financing capacity of 

public goods and 
services 

 
Dynamism of the 

production of  goods 
and services 

 
An active, productive 
population, open to 

innovation 
 

 

Figure 5.2 - Will the pandemic accelerate the recognition of  the anthropogenic mode of  

development?



3. What political alliances in favor of  this mode 

of  development

An exclusionary and unequal model in the United States

The extension of  the social state in capitalisms of  social 
democratic inspiration

Stopping unemployment, guaranteeing health and 
preserving the environment: another trilemma at the heart 
of  contemporary policies



4. High speed  growth is over, it is the time for the 

anthropogenetic mode



CONCLUSION 
1.Past pandemics have had society wide impact 

and long term adverse economic consequences  

2. Similar outcomes are likely for Covid-19 : a  

reappraisal of  the need for efficient, preventive 

and reactive health systems 

3.  Striking national divergence  within developed 

and emerging economies and across 

socioeconomic groups 



4. An emerging anthropogenetic model based upon 

education, lifelong learning, health but  contrasted 

variants: social democrat, market or state led.

5. Climate change and biodiversity erosion make this mode 

of  development more relevant but make its financing 

more difficult 

6. The painful path towards the construction of   a new 

global common:  health security 



TWO SCENARIOS INSPIRED 

BY THE RETRURN OF 

PANDEMICS
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