
Robert Boyer (Institute of  the Americas)

Prepared for òFabricating Modern Economicsó, 

UniversitéC¹te dõAzur, Nice, 7-9 December 2017. 

WHY HAVE THE ADVANCES OF 

FRENCH ECONOMISTS NOT BEEN 

SUCCESSFUL

(1975-1985)?



INTRODUCTION

1. Generally speaking, the history of  the economic discipline is written 
from the point of  view of  the contemporary dominant  school. 
Hence a teleological illusion .

2. An alternative  intellectual strategy: the study of  promising but now 
forgotten breakthroughs: the French (also European) economists of  
the 1975-1985 period?

3. Does the dividing line between success or failure relates to the 
logical coherence and conformity with the foundations of  the 
discipline and/or the  relevancein the context of  dominant 
orientation of  economic policies within a precise historical  period?



4. A methodological choice: the equivalent of  selected case studies in 
order to capture the impact of  new concepts, methods or arguments upon 
the evolution of  the economic profession .

5. Another issue: is there a co-evolution of  doctrines/theories and 
contemporary economies and do structural crises favour intellectual  
innovation 

6. Is globalization of  economic discipline and evidence for its scientific 
progress or/and it is the consequence of  the polarisation of  the academic 
world between the equivalent of  a  centre/periphery opposition? 



SYNOPSIS

I. 1975-1985: an epoch of  high research and innovation.

II. A rather limited impact upon the dominant research 
programs.

III. Specific French approaches do not travel well, in 
spite of  internationalization efforts.

IV. 2000-2017: Two surprising successes: a new 
configuration of  the economic profession.

V. Some general teachings to be tested by a more 
systematic approach.



I - 1975-1985: AN EPOCH OF HIGH RESEARCH

AND INNOVATION

Table 1 ðFrench economists 1975 ð1985: some of  their contributions


